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Paragraph 0017 

<Processing 101 (representative MV detection)> In figure 
2, a target-frame-image-to-be-coded memory 202 is a memory for 
storing the image data of a frame that is to be coded, and a 
reference frame image memory 2 01 is a memory for storing the 
image data of a reference frame with respect to the target frame 
to be coded. 

Paragraph 0019 

In figure 2, a position address generation circuit for an 
MV detection selective block 2 03 generates a position address 
for each of the representative MV detected block based on the 
horizontal dividing number (here, 14) and the vertical dividing 
number (here, 7), and position address is input to a selective 
block image reading circuit 2 05 and a reference area image 
reading circuit 204. The selective block image reading circuit 
205 reads out the image data of a representative MV detected 
block selected in accordance with the inputted address from the 
target-frame-image-to-be-coded memory 202, and stores the image 
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data in the selective block image memory 207. Simultaneously, 
the reference area image reading circuit 204 reads out the image 
data of a reference area, which corresponds to a representative 
MV detected block selected in accordance with the inputted 
address, from the reference frame memory 201, and stores the 
image data in a reference area image memory 206. Then, the 
reference area is within a range of ±N pixels around the address 
of a representative MV detected block. The value of N is chosen 
such that the necessary image area for block matching of step 
search with reduced search points described later is included 
in the reference area. 
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